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Antarctica—particularly those at Mount Grace McKinley and in the
Rockefeller Mountains close to Little America. One sentence o£ the
message read as follows: "At Little America there is ample food and
coal in the tunnels, also a cache of trail rations in the south-east
radio tower." Thereafter, Lanz always repeated this message to me
on his schedules, but of course I never heard him.
Meanwhile, Mrs. Ellsworth, Bernon Prentice, Charles S. McVeigh,
Trubee Davison, and others of my friends in New York formed a
committee to take charge of that end of carrying out our emergency
plans. To avoid any danger of being trapped by ice in the Weddell
Sea and to be in a strategic position for either a dash to South
America or the Antarctic Coast, the Wyatt Earp sailed from Dundee
Island on November 26 for Deception Island. "Drums of petrol were
left both on the beach at Dundee and at our cairn on top with
duplicates of the following notice affixed to them:
"Lincoln Ellsworth and Pilot H. Hollick-Kenyon left here
November 23rd to fly to Bay of Whales, Ross Sea. When their
radio was last heard they were at approximately Lat. 76° S., Long.
79° W. It is hoped that they are at the Bay of Whales, but a re-
quest has been sent to Ellsworth's representatives in New York to
provide an amphibian plane for use in laying depots at Charcot
Island, Mt. Mabelle Sidley, and at Mt. Grace McKinley, which
are prearranged rendezvous. The MS. Wyatt Earp proceeded on
November 26 to Deception Island, there to await information from
the representatives in New York with reference to the relief air-
plane. The flights to lay depots will be made if Ellsworth and
Kenyon are not heard from, or if they are not found at the Bay of
Whales.	(Signed) "hubert wileins."
Unable to find a suitable amphibian plane, the New York
committee chartered a Northrup Gamma monoplane—a lineal
descendant of the Polar Star, except that it was powered with a
Cyclone engine. The owner-pilot, Russell K. Thaw, was engaged
to fly this ship from Newark Airport to Magallanes. However,
taking off with his mechanic, William H. Klenke, Jun., at Atlanta,
Thaw crashed. Neither flier was injured, but the plane was too
badly damaged to proceed.

